" Preliminary Observations," in which are given, with brevity and perspicuity, the Anatomy and Physiology of the Liver, the proper subject of the work commences, and the first chapter is devoted to the " Semeiology of Irritation of the Liver." M. Bonnet sets out with stating that there are cases in which irritation of the liver is so slight as not to amount to a phlegmasia. He thinks that this stage or phase of hepatic derangement has been hitherto overlooked by authors, who, as he supposes, never recognize hepatic derangement unless as it presents itself after having merged, in a greater or less degree, into] Hepatitis. He claims to be the first who has detected and drawn the characters of hepatic irritation in this its incipient form, while uncomplicated with inflammation.
We shall be better able to judge whether M. Bonnet's claim to originality on this point be well founded after having seen what, according to him, constitutes " the first degree of hepatic irritation." He owns the diagnosis to be difficult, but states it to be as follows: It being granted, he says, that an increase in the functions of an organ proves the amount of vitality in that organ to be beyond the normal degree (an inference which we for our parts are far from assenting to), one cannot but admit that a more than usually abundant secretion of bile denotes that the liver is the subject of irritation. Whenever, therefore, we find an individual with a bitter taste in the mouth, yellow and furred tongue, vomiting of a fluid of a green or yellow colour and bitter savour, a Regiment, &c.) 
